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SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES

September 19, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 5:00PM by Chairman Pitt.  Present were Selectmen Mrs. Paight and Mrs. Harris.  Also present were Sharon Booth, Administrative Assistant and Chris Lyons, Police Chief.
Chief Lyons discussed with the Selectmen current happenings in the Police Department.  A conditional offer has been made to a candidate for Administrative Assistant.  A training agenda for this candidate was discussed.  Chief Lyons informed the Selectmen that all went well with Marlborough Madness this past weekend.  
Officer Byam joined the meeting at 5:05PM.  

Both Chief Lyons and Officer Byam left at 5:10PM.  
Motion to enter nonpublic session made by Mrs. Paight and seconded by Mrs. Harris.  Specific Statutory Reason cited was RSA 91-A:3, II (c), matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other than a member of this board.  

Roll call vote to enter nonpublic session:  Jane Pitt-Yes, Beverly Harris-Yes, Gina Paight-Yes.
Motion passed.
Entered into nonpublic session at 5:11PM.  

Public session reconvened at 6:15PM.  
Motion to seal the minutes of the nonpublic session made by Mrs. Paight, seconded by Mrs. Harris, because it is determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely the reputation of any person other than a member of this board.  Motion passed
Roll Call Vote to seal minutes:  Jane Pitt-Yes, Beverly Harris-Yes, Gina Paight-Yes.

Motion passed.  
The Selectmen discussed 2016 budget questions concerning current balances in some expenditure accounts.
The Selectmen requested Ms. Booth give a copy of the Police Department weekly schedule faxed to the Selecmen’s office, to each of them.   

The Selectmen requested copies of expense reports every month from Ms. Booth.  
APPOINTMENT

6:30PM – Michelle Ryan, Septic Questions

Michelle and Pat Ryan joined the meeting at 6:30PM.  They inquired about septic system  regulations.  They were concerned with a property on Oliver Road where a yurt has been built being in compliance.  The Selectmen stated the owners of the yurt are using a composting toilet, along with an acceptable way for disposal of gray water.  The Selectmen had contacted NHDES (New Hampshire Department of Environmental Science) to make sure the gray water disposal was proper according to BOCA (Building Codes, Standards, and Regulations)and State regulations. The Selectmen made the Ryans aware the Town Building Inspector had been to the property for inspection.  Mr. and Mrs. Ryan left at 6:45PM.  
The Selectmen reviewed and discussed the Citizen Committee for Evaluation of Town Donations to Charities’ final report.  This report will be reviewed and discussed further as the 2017 budget process ensues.    
The Selectmen reviewed and discussed the Gates House Evaluation done by the Heritage Commission .  The Heritage Commission met with the condo owner’s association to talk about a relationship between the two for terms of use of the Gates House.  The result of the meeting was proposed changes to the current policy for use of the Gates House.  
The Selectmen discussed the current job opening of a Town Water/Sewer System Operator.  The job is posted on several sites and has been directed to possible candidates.   
APPOINTMENT

7:00PM – Ed Bryons, Mark Nelson, and Tom Cook; Cheshire TV   
Mark Nelson, Ed Bryons, and Tom Cook joined the meeting at 6:55PM.  

The Selectmen and the representatives from Cheshire TV discussed the association between the Town of Marlborough, Time Warner Cable, and Cheshire TV.   Ms. Pitt stated the Town had received communication concerning an audit question in respect to payments made to Cheshire TV.  The request initiated research and found the contract between Cheshire TV and the Town of Marlborough had expired in 2010.  Investigation was recently done concerning Time Warner Franchise payments to the Town. The main question the Selectmen had for Cheshire TV was what services the Town is receiving for the disbursements being directed to Cheshire TV.   The representatives gave detail on what membership to Cheshire TV accesses.  One of the features membership allows is access to video services to create content for Marlborough.  At this time, however no one, including the Marlborough School is using the service.   It was questioned how many Marlborough residents even know about this service.  Discussed was the problem that some televisions require a box to be able to watch the Cheshire TV channels.  In 2017 there may be a user fee associated with the required box. 
The main point is the Town is receiving income from Time Warner Cable for the opportunity to run their cable lines throughout the Town.  This income is not earmarked for Cheshire TV by tax payers and without a current agreement or the indication that the Town residents want or use the availability of Cheshire TV channels, this income needs to be examined.  

The Cheshire TV Executive Director believed there was a verbal agreement that would continue on a yearly basis.  Mrs. Harris stated that it is illegal for a municipality to have verbal agreement, especially concerning this dollar amount. The Selectmen questioned how much of the franchise payments go to support Cheshire TV in way of their operating budget.  They were told the support is based on the density of population of each of the towns (Marlborough, Swanzey, and Keene).  Also discussed was that with new media forms, Cheshire TV video services aren’t required as often as had been in the past.  Cheshire TV is used as a resource toward the education of children in video services, along with PEG (public education government).  An example is the ability to watch Monadnock School Board meetings.  The Selectmen agreed to deliberate on this situation further and would get in touch with Cheshire TV to let them know of their decision.  
Mr. Bryons, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Nelson left 7:55PM. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
Chairman Pitt moved and Mrs. Harris seconded the motion to accept the Accounts Payable Register in the amount of $8,764.46. Vote to approve was unanimous.

Chairman Pitt moved and Mrs. Harris seconded the motion to accept the FICA General Ledger in the amount of $2,744.10, the Direct Deposit Register in the amount of $8,198.27, and the Payroll Check Register in the amount of $1,554.64. Vote to approve was unanimous.

Mrs. Paight moved and Mrs. Harris seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. Vote was unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 8:40PM.  

Respectfully submitted,








Sharon Booth







Administrative Assistant
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