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PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES

May 23, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Chairman Pitt.  Present were Selectmen Mrs. Paight and Mrs. Harris, and Administrative Assistant Ms. Booth.  
Attending the Public Hearing were Mrs. Grace, Mr. Goodrich, Mr. Fairfield, and Mr. and Mrs. Woodward.  

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00PM by Chairman Pitt.  The purpose of the Hearing was to discuss the Rules and Regulations of the Town Cemeteries specifically in reference to the sale and/or transfer of burial deeds.  Mrs. Grace stated in the past few years many non-residents have been inquiring about purchasing burial plots.  At a previous Public Hearing with the Board of Selectmen in 2001, the Board agreed to restrict sales to Marlborough residents only.  Recently, according to the Cemetery Trustees, transfers of plots have transpired to non-residents.  Most of these transfers have been in the Meeting House Cemetery.  Mrs. Grace stated the fee for plot only covers perpetual care, such as grounds keeping.  Mrs. Grace would like to see plots sold only to Marlborough residents and transfers to only Marlborough residents.  Mr. Fairfield commented on the amount of available space in the cemeteries.  He also stated that the transfers mentioned earlier are to persons who do have a relationship with the Town of Marlborough.  Mr. Goodrich stated he opposed only current Marlborough residents having the opportunity to purchase or receive a transfer of burial plots.  He gave the scenario of his in-laws. They were previous Marlborough residents who had a vast history with the Town and would like to be buried at one of the Town cemeteries.  They could not find a place to live in Marlborough that would meet their needs, so they moved to Keene.  They also did not buy burial lots before they moved.  Ms. Pitt stated she has researched this scenario in other towns.  Most towns do have restrictions on who can buy and transfer burial plots.  Some Towns do not allow for deeds to be transferred unless approved by the Cemetery Trustees.  The Selectmen would like to research this further and let the Cemetery Trustees know of their findings.  It was mentioned that the price for burial lots in Marlborough is inexpensive and pricing may need to be evaluated.  The Selectmen will research this also.  

The final decision will be made in a regular Selectmen’s meeting and all sales will continue to be kept on hold except in emergencies.  The Public Hearing adjourned at 7:43PM.  

Respectfully submitted,







Sharon Booth







Administrative Assistant
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