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MINUTES OF BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

                FEBRUARY 3, 2011

The Budget Hearing opened at 7:00PM.  Present were Chairman Northcott, Selectmen Mrs. Paight and Mr. Robinson, Administrative Assistant Mrs. LaPlante, Police Chief Lyons.  There were 12 members of the public present. 

Chairman Northcott thanked the Budget Advisory Committee for their assistance with the 2011 Budget Proposal.  Chairman Northcott explained the proposed increases in the budget.  The basic factors were reviewed which included a decrease in health insurance premium of 2.5%, an increase in the NH Retirement and a 1% COLA.

Chairman Northcott reviewed the general budget items.  He reviewed the various increases.  The executive office has the 1% COLA increase for the administrative assistant.  The increase in the Property Assessment is due to anticipated increase in abatement request after the revaluation is completed.  There is an increase in the Planning & Zoning for extra work the secretary is doing on special projects.  There is an increase in workers compensation due to a major claim 2 years ago. The increase in the highway administration is due to a change in health coverage from a single to a 2-person plan.  In the roadways budget we need to replace a clutch in the 16-year old dump truck and also replace the tires on the front loader.  There was an increase in the Library budget due to an unexpected furnace repair and a merit raise for an employee.  The Heritage Commission increase is for the repair of the Gates House foundation.  There was a study committee formed this summer and their recommendation was to keep the Gates House so this repair is necessary.  There was an increased proposed in the Street Light budget for the purpose of removing some lights and upgrading others to the new “midnight bulbs”.

Mrs. Shepardson asked about the street light removals that were discussed at last years’ meeting.  She inquired as to the number of lights that were going to be removed.  Mrs. Paight explained that the town is on the schedule with PSNH to have the streetlights updated in 2011.  We have budgeted to remove 4 streetlights and then upgrade others to the “midnight bulb” at $20/bulb.  

Chairman Northcott explained that the debt service is down this year because we have paid off the bond for the fire truck.  He also reviewed the status of the RDA loan/grant.  

Chairman Northcott asked for any questions from the public.

Mrs. Shepardson asked about the status of the Meetinghouse Pond boat landing.  Chairman Northcott explained that this is being completed by NH Fish & Game and is not funded by the town.  

With no further questions, Chairman Northcott then reviewed the proposed warrant articles.

Mr. Gavin asked what our options were in regards to the repairs for Meetinghouse Pond Dam.   He asked if one of our options was to remove the dam completely.  Chairman Northcott stated that this might be an option.  Mr. Robinson also stated that if the dam was removed that Meetinghouse Pond would essential go away.   Mr. Belluscio asked if that would be an option presented in the Engineering Study.  Chairman Northcott said that the study would provide several options.

With no further questions, Chairman Northcott thanked the public for their input.

Public Hearing adjourned at 7:27PM.  

Submitted by,

Sandy LaPlante

Administrative Assistant

