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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

February 3, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairman Northcott.  Present were Selectmen Mrs. Paight,  Mr. Robinson and Administrative Assistant Sandy LaPlante and approximately 50 members of the public.

Chairman Northcott reviewed the purpose of this hearing was to review the 2005 Proposed Budget and make comments thereon.  Chairman Northcott explained some to the major increases in this year’s budget.  

Chairman Northcott explained the layout of the handout that was provided to the public and also explained what types of changes occurred between the November submission and tonight. The proposed budget before the public this evening is a result of Budget Advisory Committee, consisting of Mr. Hale, Mr. Frost, Mr. Miller and Mr. Kerber and the Board of Selectmen.

Mrs. Tilton spoke to the library staff hours change and the library budget in general.  She also explained that a search committee is being formed for the purpose of replacing the librarian.  

After reviewing the departments Chairman Northcott asked for any other questions from the floor.  Mr. Durocher asks about the revenue.  Mr. Robinson explained that there is no clear way to incorporate the revenues that would impact this tax rate until a later date.

Mr. Mead asked if there were any major capital expenditures planned within the next 5 to 10 years?  Chairman Northcott explained that we would continue to put funds into the capital reserve accounts to offset any major expenditure.  This will also help to keep the tax rate level funded.  

Mr. Howe asked how the reduction in the librarian’s hours would affect the programs offered through the library.  Mrs. Tilton spoke to this question.  Both the Library Trustees and the Board of Selectmen will work together to come up with a recommended budget. 

Mr. Krinsky spoke regarding the Petitioned Warrant Article for land acquisition and/or open space protection.  Chairman Northcott reminded the public that a public hearing would be held on Thursday, February 17th at 7:00PM in the Town Office.  

Mr. Mitchell spoke regarding the Recreation Committees proposal for a Summer Recreation Program.  Mr. Durocher asked about the staff policy and procedures.  This will be developed as the program progresses.  The question was also asked if the staff would be first aid and CPR certified.  Chairman Northcott indicated that yes this would occur as we have an in-house instructor.

 Meeting was recessed at 8:10pm.

                                                                   Respectfully submitted,
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