[image: image1.png]





       OFFICE OF SELECTMEN



                   Post Office Box 487


            Marlborough, New Hampshire 03455-0487

Telephone (603) 876-3751                                                  Office Hours

 Fax (603) 876-3313
                                           Monday Nights 7 to 9

 E-mail: selectmen@marlboroughnh.org

Website:  www.marlboroughnh.org
PUBLIC HEARING 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) APPLICATON

NOVEMBER 29, 2010

The Chairman Northcott opened the first public hearing for discussion of the CDBG project at 7:00 p.m. Also present were Selectmen Mr. Robinson, Mrs. Paight, Administrative Assistant Mrs. LaPlante,  Mr. Aiken, Mr. Thibault and Ms. White from SCS, and Rebeckah Bullock, Assistant Planner, SWRPC.

Rebeckah Bullock, Assistant Planner, with SWRPC explained that Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds are available to municipalities for economic development, public facility and housing rehabilitation projects that primarily benefit low and moderate-income persons.  The Town of Marlborough is eligible to receive up to $500,000 a year for public facility/housing rehabilitation, up to $500,000 a year for economic development projects, as well as up to $500,000 a year in emergency funds.  Feasibility Study funds are available for up to $12,000.  Rebeckah Bullock provided a handout describing the NH Community Development Block Grant Program eligible activities that included the 2009 area income limits. (Copy attached)  

The proposed application to the Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA) is for $500,000 in CDBG Housing and Public Facilities funds.  The funds will be used to provide grant funding to Southwestern Community Services (SCS), who will use it for acquisition, rehabilitation, and site work related to the rehabilitation of the former Marlborough Elementary School building.  SCS plans to create 24 age-restricted housing units, 100% of which will be for low to moderate income individuals.  Rebeckah Bullock provided a project handout. Mr. Keith Thibault, a representative from Southwestern Community Services (SCS) provided a handout showing the rehabilitation of the building. (Copy attached).  Mr. Thibault described the process for rehabilitating the building into the 24 age-restricted housing units.   This project conforms to the Town of Marlborough’s Housing and Community Development Plan Goal of: “To provide adequate housing for all residents of Marlborough.”
Rebeckah Bullock explained the Low-Moderate Income Benefit of the Project.  As indicated, 24 age-restricted housing units will be created by this project, 100% of which will be for low to moderate-income individuals.  CDBG requirements and Federal Law requires that at least 51% of the housing units created are to be filled with individuals from low and moderate income households.   If the Town receives this housing rehabilitation CDBG grant award, there will be a requirement of a Subrecipient Agreement involving SCS, which provides a contractual obligation to meet both the unit creation targets and the corresponding low-moderate income household targets.  
Chairman Northcott asked about SCS applying for grants for this project and the result if the grants are not approved.  Mr. Thibault reviewed the process, explaining that they could re-submit the application for a later funding round.  There was also discussion regarding the gymnasium.  SCS is willing to work with anyone who would be interested in salvaging any portion of the gymnasium, as it can’t be implemented into the living space renovations.  Mrs. Paight asked about the income level requirement and what makes up “income”.  Mr. Thibault explained that it is only the income not assets that qualifies an applicatant.  

Chairman Northcott opened the floor to public comment.  Mr. Aiken asked about the demolition of the gymnasium and why it couldn’t be used for recreational use by the tenants.  Mr. Thibault explained that the area is too large.  Mr. Aiken also asked about the integrity of the building for mold and also for fire egress.  Mr. Thibault responded that those items would be addressed during construction.  There was discussion regarding the policing of the building and also the winter maintenance for the building.  Mr. Thibault explained that the current playground would be used for parking for the resident.  Mr. Thibault also explained the basis for property taxes to be paid.  

Mr. Robinson moved to close the Public Hearing on the Project portion of the CDBG Block Grant Hearing.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Mr. Robinson moved to open the second public hearing for discussion of the proposed Housing & Community Development Plan.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.    All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Rebeckah Bullock, SWRPC, explained that the H&CD Plan is one that the Board adopted last in February 2010, and it is required to be reviewed and re-adopted every three years to qualify for CDBG funds.  Since the plan was re-adopted within the previous three years, Rebeckah Bullock asked that the Board re-affirm their adoption of the plan for this CDBG project.    Rebeckah Bullock noted that most of the Feb. 2010 H&CD Plan update was based on the 2002 HC&D Plan, but updating the demographic and tax rate information with more recent data. 

Chairman Northcott calls for public comment.  None heard.

Mr. Robinson moved to close the second public hearing for discussion of the proposed Housing & Community Development Plan.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Mr. Robinson moved to open the third public hearing regarding the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.   All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Rebeckah Bullock of SWRPC explained that if any displacement takes places as a result of this project, the Uniform Relocation Act must be followed, which requires that any displaced household or business in a project using federal funds must be found comparable housing in a comparable neighborhood at a comparable price.  Rebeckah Bullock noted that no displacement or relocation is planned at this time.  Under the certification section of the application, the Town will certify that the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance (RARA) Plan is in place, and in the event that it is discovered that this specific project does displace persons or households, a displacement implementation plan must be submitted to CDFA prior to obligating or expending funds.

Chairman Northcott calls for public comment. None heard.

Mr. Robinson moved to close the third public hearing for discussion of the proposed RARA Plan.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

 Municipality Votes on above agenda items:

Mrs. Paight moved to approve the submittal of the application and vote to authorize the Chair of the Board of Selectmen to sign and submit the CDBG application, and upon approval of the CDBG application, authorize the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen to execute any documents which may be necessary to effectuate the CDBG contract.  Seconded by Mr. Robinson.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed.

Mr. Robinson moved to re-affirm the February 22, 2010 adoption of the updated Housing and Community Development Plan.  Seconded by Mrs. Paight.  All in favor.  3-0.  Motion passed.

Mrs. Paight moved to adopt the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Robinson.  All in favor.  3-0.  Motion passed.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 7:40 p.m.

Respectively submitted, 

Sandra LaPlante

Administrative Assistant

Approved
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