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       OFFICE OF SELECTMEN



                   Post Office Box 487


            Marlborough, New Hampshire 03455-0487

Telephone (603) 876-3751                                                  Office Hours

 Fax (603) 876-3313
                                           Monday Nights 7 to 9

 e-mail: selectmen@marlboroughnh.org

SELECTMEN MINUTES

JUNE 17, 2008

9:30AM

PRESENT:  Lawrence Robinson, John Northcott, Gina Paight, Rob Hitchcock of SVE Associates, Tim Ruehr of SAU 29, Jim Vernon of ENSR, Sarah Pillsbury and Bob Mann of NH DES.

This meeting was held in response to a petition submitted to NHDES regarding the town water system.  Per RSA 485:23, Water Pollution Control, a signed petition from an unknown number of Marlborough residents was submitted to NHDES.  Rob Hitchcock asked if the petition was to address a current situation or a future situation.  Sarah Pillsbury responded that the letter accompanying the petition suggested a future situation created with the new school construction was the reason for the petition.

John Northcott recapped the past few years’ history with the town well and Rick Skarinka of NHDES.  In the past couple years, the selectmen have been evaluating its’ water system and sources, including new well options.  Several specialists have been consulted in regards to upgrades and new well development.  In the middle of this work, a new school was proposed and ultimately approved by the voters of Marlborough.  At the initial NHDES visit to the current well site, Rick Skarinka suggested discontinuing parking near the wellhead on Fitch Court. A suggestion of relocating the road to the other side of the ball field was also discussed.

Bob Mann of DES, commented that he thought the road relocation was a project already underway.  John Northcott commented that research for the possibility of moving the road is being done, but the town has not voted to move forward with the road project.

Tim Ruehr commented that the school district needs to begin the permitting process now for spring 2009 construction.  He felt the road relocation was part of the new well proposal.  John Northcott described the difficulties of juggling the timing of these large projects—new school, current well protection and new well development.  Some of the property necessary for the relocation has been obtained by owner permission and sewer easements, however other parcels are necessary for the project.

In regards to the petition, Tim Ruehr asked if RSA 485:23 has ever been used for aquifer protection.  John Northcott asked is the RSA can apply new rules to a grand fathered, 60 year old well.  Sarah Pillsbury responded that the RSA has not been used for aquifer protection.  If they tried to apply new rules, it would be a major precedent setting action.  Sarah Pillsbury asked what would be the best-case scenario of when the road could be relocated.  John Northcott responded that money would need to be appropriated at the 2009 town meeting before construction could begin.

At this point the group traveled to the well site on Fitch Court.  At 11:10 am, the resident who initiated the petition joined the group.  Bob Mann asked at what point would the town evaluate all options and decide how to move forward.  John Northcott responded that would take place after the initial test well results of Jim Vernon of ENSR.  The options to be considered would be protecting current well, new well development or connection with Keene.

Following the NHDES tour of Fitch Court, the DES members left.  The Selectmen asked Rob Hitchcock to move forward with cost estimates for the projects discussed.

The Selectmen discussed the SWRP proposal presented Monday evening.  After a short discussion, it was moved by Gina Paight to approve the arrangement with SWRP regarding local access policy.  Seconded by John Northcott.  Voted unanimous.

Gina Paight moved to adjourn meeting at 11:30.  Seconded by John Northcott.  Voted unanimously.

Submitted by Gina Paight
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