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Chairman Paight opened the first public hearing for discussion of the CDBG project at 7:00 p.m.  Also present were Selectmen Mr. Northcott and Mr. Robinson, Administrative Assistant Sandy LaPlante, Mr. Krinsky, Mr. Dugan, and Mr. Smith.

Eric R. Smith, Planner, with SWRPC explained that Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds are available to municipalities for economic development, public facility and housing rehabilitation projects that primarily benefit low and moderate income persons.  The Town of Marlborough is eligible for up to $500,000 a year for public facility/housing rehabilitation, up to $500,000 a year for economic development projects, as well as up to $500,000 a year in emergency funds.  Feasibility Study funds are available for up to $12,000.

The proposed application to the Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA) is for $500,000 in CDBG Economic Development funds.  The funds will be used to provide a loan to The Mountain Corporation or its designee to provide working capital to assist the company to pay for equipment, supplies, raw materials, and labor at 18 Water Street in Marlborough and 59 Optical Avenue in Marlborough.  The company will create up to 25 jobs and all of the jobs created will be filled with individuals from low and moderate income households. 
This project conforms with the Town of Marlborough’s Housing and Community Development Plan Goal of: “To provide for a healthy, balanced economy that will increase employment opportunities, provide a stable economy and expand the local tax base.”
Eric R. Smith explained the Low-Moderate Income Benefit of the Project.   As indicated up to 25 jobs will be required by this project.  CDBG requirements and Federal Law requires that 60% of the jobs created are to be filled with individuals from low and moderate income households.   If the Town receives this economic development CDBG grant award, there will be a requirement of a Business & Employment Commitment Agreement involving the company, which provides a contractual obligation to meet both the overall job creation targets and the corresponding low-moderate income household job targets.  
Chairman Paight opened the floor to public comment on the projects
SELECTMEN NAME motioned to close the Public Hearing on the Project portion of the CDBG Block Grant Hearing.  Seconded by ___________.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

SELECTMEN NAME motioned to open the second public hearing for discussion of the proposed Housing & Community Development Plan.  Seconded by ___________.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Eric R. Smith, SWRPC, explained that the H&CD Plan is one that the Board adopted last in July 2002, and it is required to be reviewed and re-adopted every three years to qualify for CDBG funds.  Discussion ensued around the following topics, and changes were made to conform to the proposed project…..Eric Smith noted that most of the Feb. 2010 H&CD Plan update was based on the 2002 HC&D Plan, but  updating the demographic and tax rate information with more recent data. 

Chair calls for public comment.

NAME motioned to close the second public hearing for discussion of the proposed Housing & Community Development Plan.  Seconded by ___________.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

NAME motioned to open the third public hearing regarding the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Seconded by ___________.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Eric R. Smith of SWRPC explained that if any displacement takes places as a result of this project, the Uniform Relocation Act must be followed, which requires that any displaced household or business in a project using federal funds must be found comparable housing in a comparable neighborhood at a comparable price.  Talk about that no displacement or relocation is planned at this time.  Under the certification section of the application, the Town will certify that the  Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance (RARA) Plan is in place, and in the event that it is discovered that this specific project does displace persons or households, a displacement implementation plan must be submitted to CDFA prior to obligating or expending funds.

Chair calls for public comment.

NAME motioned to close the third public hearing for discussion of the proposed RARA Plan.  Seconded by ___________.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed. 

Then Municipality Votes on above agenda items:

NAME motioned to approve the submittal of the application and vote to authorize the AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE to sign and submit the CDBG application, and upon approval of the CDBG application, authorize the AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE to execute any documents which may be necessary to effectuate the CDBG contract.  Seconded by NAME.  All in favor.  3-0. Motion passed.

NAME motioned to adopt the updated Housing and Community Development Plan.  Seconded by NAME.  All in favor.  3-0.  Motion passed.

NAME motioned to adopt the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Seconded by NAME.  All in favor.  3-0.  Motion passed.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at _:__ p.m.
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