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       OFFICE OF SELECTMEN



                   Post Office Box 487


            Marlborough, New Hampshire 03455-0487

Telephone (603) 876-3751                                                  Office Hours

 Fax (603) 876-3313
                                           Monday Nights 7 to 9

 E-mail: selectmen@marlboroughnh.org



MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

February 15, 2007

The public hearing was called to order at 7:05pm by Chairman Paight.  Also present were Selectmen Mr. Robinson, Mr. Northcott and Mrs. LaPlante, Administrative Assistant.

The purpose of this public hearing to review the 2007 Proposed Budget for the Town of Marlborough Annual Meeting.   Notice of this hearing was published in the Keene Sentinel on February 2nd and February 3rd and also at the Town Office, Post Office, Library, and Recycling/Transfer Center.  

Chairman Paight reviewed some of the major changes in the budget which included a 13.3% increase in health insurance premium, 3.3% Cost of Living increase, increase in the employer share of NH Retirement, the employee group will increase from 6.81% to 8.74% and the police group will increase from 9.68% to 11.84% effective 7/1/07.   There is also the anticipated increase in heating fuel and vehicle fuel cost for 2007.  

Chairman Paight then continued to review each department budget, explaining any major increases.   She explained that the Recycling/Transfer Center budget could change before the annual meeting as we are in negotiations with a company to run the operations.  Mr. Durocher asked if there would be any change in the hours of operations.  Mr. Robinson explained that there would be no change in the hours of operation but there may be some changes in the ways in which the site operates but that recycling would still be a major concern of the Town.

Chairman Paight also explained that a part-time water operator has been hired to work 10-12 hours per week to assist Mr. Patnode, as the requirements of operation are becoming more than he can handle alone.  

Mr. Northcott reviewed the proposed warrant articles.  Chief Lyons reviewed the proposed article for the cruisers.  He explained the need for the third vehicle and also the needs for a 4-wheel drive vehicle.  He explained that the 4-wheel drive vehicle would remain in town.  He explained that this vehicle would primarily be assigned to the detective so that investigation equipment would be available for any type of call.  Mr. Kerber asked if dash cameras were included in the cost of equipping these vehicles.  Chief Lyons reported that he had not included that equipment at this time as he was trying to keep the cost factor down.  The Board of Selectmen noted that this would be looked into before the Town Meeting.

Mr. Northcott reviewed the article requesting to adjust the elderly exemptions amounts as follows:

Age 65 up to 75 years from $7,500 to $10,000; Age 76 up to 80 years from $10,000 to $15,000 and

Age 80 years and older from $20,000 to $25,000.  Mr. Northcott explained that this amount reduces the assessed value for which the tax is calculated.

Mr. Zaluki spoke about the petitioned article to increase the veteran’s exemption from $100 to $500.  He explained that he had spoken with area towns and they are also looking into increasing this exemption.   Mr. Northcott stated that this amount comes off the taxes due.

With no other questions from the public Chairman Paight moved to adjourn the hearing and Mr. Northcott seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  Hearing adjourned at 7:55pm.

                                                                      Respectfully submitted,

                                                                      Sandy LaPlante

                                                                      Administrative Assistant
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