Minutes of the Town Meeting

Of the Town of Marlborough New Hampshire

Year 2008
Moderator John Fletcher declared the voting polls of the Marlborough Town Meeting open at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, March 11, 2008.  He presented the empty ballot box to the election workers and Citizens present and announced that voting could begin.  The polls are scheduled to close no earlier than 9:00 PM.

The Moderator convened the deliberative session of the meeting at 7:05 PM.  The Moderator let those present through The Pledge of Allegiance.
The Moderator requested that Selectmen’s Chairman, John Northcott introduce those seated at the head table.  Mr. Northcott introduced himself, Selectmen Lawrence Robinson, and Selectman Gina Paight.  Also seated at the head table was Town Clerk/Tax Collector Ellen Orkins.

The Moderator asked if there were any objection of those present to hear any reports or information necessary to conduct tonight’s meeting from Librarian Kathleen Ash, Chief of Police Christopher Lyons, Patrolman Steven Berry, and Sandra LaPlante, Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen; as they are not residents of the Town of Marlborough.  The voice vote was in the affirmative to allow input from Kathleen Ash, Chief Lyons, Officer Berry, and Administrative Assistant LaPlante.
The Moderator announced that the Presiding Moderator’s Rules would govern this evenings meeting.  Moderator Fletcher proceeded to explain the rules for the evening, after which The Moderator moved to the Warrant Articles, stating that the meeting was currently operating under Warrant Article I and would be doing so until the closing of the polls at 9:00 PM:

Article 1:  To choose by ballot all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year.  
Further, the voters are notified that the Town business meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. to act upon the following:
Article 2:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million Five Hundred Seventy Seven Thousand One Hundred Fifty Two Dollars ($1,577,152.00) which represents the recommended operating budget for the year 2008.  The sum does not include the warrant articles addressed.
Moved:  John Northcott       Seconded:  Gina Paight

John Northcott made the motion to amend Warrant Article 2, by increasing the total amount by $10,500 to $1,587,652.00.  Motion to amend seconded by Lawrence Robinson.
Mr. Northcott spoke to the amendment, stating that the increase was needed due to the number of winter storms this year.
Voting on motion to amend took place, passing with a voice vote in the affirmative.

Presentation of the budget followed, with the Board of Selectmen thanking the Advisory Budget Committee for their help in the preparation of the budget about to be presented.

Being no questions from those present, Warrant Article 2 moved to a vote.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 3:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) for the purpose of funding The Community Kitchen.  Recommended by Board of Selectmen. (Majority vote required).

Moved:  Lawrence Robinson             Seconded:  John Northcott

Mr. Robinson spoke to his motion.

Passed: Voice vote in the affirmative. 
Article 4:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Six Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($2,619.00) for the purpose of funding Monadnock Family Services.  Recommended by Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).

Moved:  Gina Paight         Seconded:  Lawrence Robinson

Gina Paight spoke to her motion.

Voice vote passed in the affirmative.

Article 5:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) to be added to the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund previously established and to designate the Selectmen as agents to expend.  Recommended by Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).
Moved:  John Northcott           Seconded:  Gina Paight
Mr. Northcott spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 6:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to be added to the Fire Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously established and to designate the Selectmen as agents to expend.  Recommended by Selectmen.   (Majority vote required).

Moved:  John Manning              Seconded:  Michael Laffond

John Manning spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 7:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to be added to the Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously established and to designate the Selectmen as agents to expend.  Recommended by Selectmen.  (Majority Vote required)
Moved:  Lawrence Robinson            Seconded:  John Northcott
Mr. Robinson spoke to his motion.  

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 8:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) to be added to the Town Reassessment Capital Reserve Fund previously established and to designate the Selectmen as agents to expend.  Recommended by the Selectmen. (Majority vote required)
Moved:  Gina Paight              Seconded:  Lawrence Robinson
Mrs. Paight spoke to her motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 9:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Twenty Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($20,500.00) for the purpose of repairing the culvert at Gates Road, which crosses Robbins Brook.  Recommended by the Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).

Moved:  John Northcott               Seconded:   Lawrence Robinson
John Northcott spoke to his motion. 

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 10:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) for the purpose of tree removal at the East Cemetery.  Recommended by the Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).

Moved:  Rita Grace                      Seconded:  Lawrence Robinson
Rita Grace Spoke to her motion.  

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 11:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000.00) for the purpose of upgrading the fire alarm system at the fire station.  Recommended by the Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).

Moved:  John Manning                  Seconded:  Michael Laffond

Mr. Manning made the motion to amend Article 11, lowering the amount of the Article to $3,000.  Mr. Manning presented to the Moderator a request to amend Article 11, signed by five registered voters of the Town of Marlborough.  Motion to amend seconded by Lawrence Robinson.

Mr. Manning spoke to his motion to amend.  

Vote on motion to amend Article 11 passed:  voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 12:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) to replace the generator at the fire station.  Recommended by the Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).

Moved:  John Manning                  Seconded:  Mike Laffond
Mr. Manning spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Moderator Fletcher now returned to Article 11, stating that he needed to correct a Moderator error.  The vote to amend had passed and now a vote needed to be taken to vote on Warrant Article 11 as amended.  

Warrant Article 11 passed as amended:  Voice vote in the affirmative.
Article 13:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($13,500.00) for the purpose of installing a Double Locked Standing Seam Roofing System on the 1967 addition of the Library with Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) coming from the Library Trust Funds and Six Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($6,500.00) to be raised by taxes.  Recommended by the Selectmen.  (Majority vote required).  

Moved:  Rufus Frost                 Seconded:  Molly Badrawy

Rufus Frost spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 14:  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 41:14a relating to Acquisition or Sale of Land, Buildings, or Both.  Recommended by the Selectmen.    

Moved:  John Northcott                  Seconded:  Lawrence Robinson 

Mr. Northcott spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 15:  To see if the Town fill vote to modify the income qualification for elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of Marlborough, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows:  The taxpayer must have a net income of not more that $20,000 or, if married, a combined net income of not more that $30,000; and own assets not in excess of $60,000 excluding the value of the person’s residence.  Recommended by the Selectmen. (Majority vote required).
Moved:  Lawrence Robinson                        Seconded:  Gina Paight

Mr. Robinson spoke to his motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to increase the members of the Recreation Committee from five (5) members to seven (7) members and per RSA 35-B:4 authorize the Selectmen to appoint these members to serve staggered terms of 3-years each, effective March 2009 per RSA 669:17-b.
Moved:  Gina Paight                 Seconded:  John Northcott

Gina Paight spoke to her motion.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 17:  To hear reports of Town Agents, Auditors, and Committees.

Moved:  Lawrence Robinson           Seconded:  Gina Paight

Mr. Robinson spoke to his motion, asking that the above be accepted as printed in the Annual Report.

Mr. David Durocher asked that the spelling of this name be corrected on page 42.

Passed:  Voice vote in the affirmative.

Article 18:  To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting, or take any action thereon.

Chief Lyons spoke regarding the addition of a bicycle unit to Town, due to the donation from a Town business, stating also that the business making the donation wishes to remain anonymous. Patrolman Barry presented the bicycle to those in attendance.

The Board of Selectmen stated their wish to have the minutes reflect their wholehearted thanks for this anonymous donation.
Mr. Robinson made the motion to end the business session of the Town Meeting at 8:13 pm.  Seconded by John Northcott.

The Moderator stated that the polls for the Town would remain open until 9:00 PM.

At 9:00 PM the Moderator, after determining that everyone who wished to vote had done so, closed the polls.

Counting of the ballots ensued.

Results of Ballots Cast on Official Ballot:
Selectman for Three Years   


Fire Ward for Three Years                                            
              Vote for 1                                                                  Vote for One 
John Northcott                   175                                   John A. Manning                       178
Trustee of Trust Funds                       

Supervisor of the Checklist                                                    

     for Three Years                                                               For Six Years
         Vote for 1                                                                       Vote for One
Rufus S. Frost, III              183                                   Charlotte Crowell                        184
Town Clerk/Tax Collector



Recreation Committee Member 
         for Three Years




  For One Year
           Vote for One                                                                   Vote for One
Ellen J. Orkins                    188


No names on Ballot – write-ins
                                                            
                                                                                    as follows:
Cemetery Trustee for Three Years                         
                 Vote for One



Dan Mitchell


12
Rita Grace                           182


Tim Miner


  9







Dean Ferranti


  6
Sexton for Three Years



Mark Chamberlain

  4
          Vote for One




other scattered single write-ins
Michael H. Ball                   182

Frost Free Library Trustee for Three Years
   Recreation Committee Member
                  Vote for One




     For Two Years
Molly Badrawy                    180



        Vote for One







No names on Ballot – write-ins

Moderator for Two Years                                        as follows:
          Vote for One              187







Dan Mitchell


14







Dean Ferranti


  9
Advisory Budget Committee Member

Tim Miner


  4
                 For Two Years



other scattered single write-ins
                   Vote for One
David Wyman                      179



Advisory Budget Committee Member


   
       
                 For Three Years  




                                                      
                     Vote for One




Jeffrey B. Miller                  172

Results of Cast Ballots, continued:

Recreation Committee Member



      

 For One Year
  Vote for One
No names on Ballot – write-ins        

as follows:
Dan Mitchell

5
Tim Miner

5
Dean Ferranti

5

Jolene Miner 

2

other scattered single write-ins
Results of Voting on Proposed 2008 Town Ordinance Amendments:

1.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board to change Town Ordinance Section 6.4.D.4 (Table of Use Regulations, Principal Uses; Business) from: Drive-through restaurants to:  establishments offering drive-through services involving the sale of food and/or beverages.
Explanation:  This change broadens the definition of drive-through restaurants to include any business that provides a drive-through food and/or beverage service.

The Planning Board recommends passage of this amendment.
YES:   134                             NO:   51

2.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board to change Town Ordinance Section 9.8 Casual Sales to read:  All yard, garage, tag, porch, or other casual sales shall be limited to two (2) events per year per household, for no longer than two (2) consecutive days per event.

Explanation:  This change was requested by the Board of Selectmen to allow for regular yard sales, but to restrict frequent or ongoing sales that create traffic hazards and are conducted as businesses.

The Planning Board recommends passage of this amendment.

YES:    136                    NO:      47

3.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board to add a definition to Town Ordinance Section 2 (Definitions) as follows:  2.75 Kennels:  Establishments with four or more dogs used for commercial purposes such as, but not limited to, breeding, training, boarding and housing.

Explanation:  This addition was requested by the Board of Selectmen to define the criteria for commercial kennels.  This definition would also be referenced in Section 6.4.D.19 (Kennels, Commercial Stables and Riding Academies).

The Planning Board recommends passage of this amendment.
YES:    147               NO:      39

4.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board to revise Town Ordinance Section 2 (Definitions) as follows:  2:22 Elderly Housing:  Residential buildings with three or more residential units under common ownership, the tenancy of which is restricted to persons 55 years of age or over.  Includes both private and federally subsidized ownership.
Explanation:  This change defines the criteria for elderly housing as referenced in Section 6.4.

The Planning Board recommends passage of this amendment.
YES:      155                 NO:     30
Voters on Checklist:       1454               Ballots Cast:     192
On a motion of Lawrence Robinson to adjourn, seconded by Bernadette Schillemat, the Town Meeting was adjourned by Moderator Fletcher at 9:54 PM.

Attest:







Ellen J. Orkins







Town Clerk/Tax Collector

A true copy attest:

Ellen J. Orkins
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